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First  Half  '97  Bed  Tax 

Collections  Up;  Gold 

West  &  Yellowstone 

Lead  Growth 

Montana's  statewide  "bed  tax"  collec- 
tions were  up  1  %  for  the  first  six 
months  of  1997,  according  to  the 
latest  report  from  the  Montana 
Department  of  Revenue.  Just  over 
$3.88  million  in  bed  tax  revenue  was 
collected  statewide  between  January 
and  June  of  this  year,  compared  with 
$3.83  million  during  the  same  period 
last  year. 

Gold  West  Country  reported  an 
11%  jump  in  its  1997  collections. 
Yellowstone  Country  was  up  5%  and 
Missouri  River  increased  collections 
by  3%.  Russell  and  Custer  countries 
declined  by  1%  and  Glacier  was  dovvTi 
5%. 

1st  Half  '97  Bed  Tax  Collection 


Custer -1% 
Glacier  -5% 


Russell -1% 


Gold  West +11% 


Missouri  +3% 


Yellowstone  +5% 


MONTANA +1% 

Among  the  nine  reporting  commu- 
nities, Butte  led  with  a  22%  increase 
in  collections.  Helena  was  up  4%  and 
Whitefish  saw  collections  grow  2% 
over  last  year.  Billings,  Bozeman, 
Great  Falls,  Kalispell,  Missoula  and 
West  Yellowtone  all  reported  declines. 

Twenty-nine  of  Montana's  56 
counties  showed  bed  tax  collection 
increases  during  the  first  half  of  1997. 
Teton  and  Sheridan  counties  led  the 
way  with  huge  69%  jumps  in  revenue. 
New  motels  and  oil  field  activity  in 
extreme  eastern  Montana  were  cred- 
ited with  creating  the  increase  in  these 
areas. 


Five  Projects 

Recommended  for 

TUP  Funding 

Tourism  infrastructure  projects  in  Red 
Lodge,  Fort  Benton,  Choteau,  Seeley 
Lake  and  Billings  were  recommended 
for  TIIP  funding  by  the  Governor's 
Tourism  Advisory  Council  (TAG)  at 
their  October  meeting  in  Glendive. 
Under  the  TAC  recommendation,  the 
five  projects  would  share  almost 
$200,000  in  bed  tax  funds  earmarked 
for  the  1997  tourism  infrastructure 
investment  program.  Governor 
Racicot  is  expected  to  give  final 
approval  to  the  funding  list  by  early 
November. 

The  five  projects  selected  from  the 
36  TIIP  appUcations  are: 


♦  $44,026  Peaks  to  Plams  Museum 

Project,  Red  Lodge,  sponsored 
by  the  Carbon  County  Historical 
Society. 

♦  $38,435  Phase  1  of  the  Recon- 

struction of  Historic  Fort  Benton, 
sponsored  by  the  Fort  Benton 
Restoration  Committee. 

♦  $24,699  Upgrade  and  stabiliza- 

tion of  exhibits  and  buildings  at 
the  Old  Trail  Museum,  Choteau. 

♦  $55,000  Relocation  and  restora- 

tion of  the  Double  Arrow  Ranch 
Bam  to  serve  as  the  Seeley-Swan 
Historical  Museum  and  Visitor 
Center,  Seeley  Lake. 

♦  $37,000  Phase  1  of  Plains  Habitat 

Exhibit  Construction  at 
ZooMontana,  Billings. 


Since  1995,  Travel  Montana  has 
invested  $670,000  in  10  tourism- 
related  projects  through  TIIP.  Another 
$1.6  million  in  bed  tax  funds  are 


being  invested  in  the  historical  Vir- 
ginia City/Nevada  City  properties  over 
the  next  four  years.  An  annual  bed  tax 
investment  of  about  $685,000  bolsters 
the  operations  and  maintenance  of 
Montana's  state  parks  and  historical 
society  faciUties. 


Lewis  and  Clark's 

Montana  Journey 

Brochure  Ready 

for  Visitors 

With  the  grovAng  mterest  m 
Montana's  Lewis  and  Clark  attractions. 
Travel  Montana  has  put  together  a 
handy  guide  for  the  "easy  to  reach" 
Lewis  and  Clark  sites  across  the  state. 
The  seven-panel,  four-color  brochure 
will  be  ready  in  mid-November,  just 
in  time  to  respond  to  visitor  interest 
sparked  by  the  November  4  and  5 
national  broadcast  of  Ken  Bums'  and 
Dayton  Duncan's  PBS  documentary 
"Lewis  &  Clark:  The  Journey  of  the 
Corps  of  Discovery." 

The  "Lev^s  &  Clark's  Montana 
Journey"  brochure  highlights  25  sites 
important  to  the  Corps  of  Discovery's 
adventure  across  our  state.  All  six 
tourism  regions  are  represented  in  text 
and  color  photos  that  accompany  the 
travel  route  outline.  In  addition  to 
specific  expedition  site  listings,  the 
brochure  suggests  side  trips  to  Mon- 
tana attractions  near  Lewis  and  Clark 
sites.  These  "route  notes"  include 
information  about  Montana's  Hi  Line 
route  across  US  2  to  Glacier  Park, 
mral  highway  routes  through  the 
center  of  Montana,  the  Missouri 
Breaks  Backcountry  Byway,  Yellow- 
stone National  Park,  Lewas  and  Clark 
Caverns  State  Park,  Little  Bighorn 
Battlefield  and  others. 

The  brochure  also  contains  contact 
information  for  the  state's  tourism 
regions  and  other  travel  information 
sources.  About  150,000  brochures 
will  be  printed. 


September  Visitation  Up 

Montana's  1997  September  visita- 
tion numbers  looked  good,  with 
many  state  attractions  reporting 
substantial  increases. 

Glacier  Park,  Big  Hole  Battlefield, 
Moiese  Bison  Range,  Fort  Peck  and 
Libby  dams  all  experienced  double- 
digit  visitor  increases  this  Septem- 
ber, compared  with  last  year. 


Filmmakers  Provide 
Videos  for  Schools 

Montana  will  be  getting  a  lot  more 
than  national  exposure  from  Travel 
Montana's  underwriting  of  the  Ken 
Bums/Dayton  Duncan  Lewis  and 
Clark  film  broadcast  this  month.  As 
we  mentioned  in  last  month's  news- 
letter. Travel  Montana  has  six  hours  of 
Montana  film  footage  shot  by  film- 
maker Bums  to  use  in  promotion  of 
the  state,  along  v^th  credits  and 
response  cards  included  in  the  docu- 
mentary video  sales  and  connections 
with  the  PBS  website  providing  more 
Lewis  and  Clark  information. 

Now  comes  the  icing  on  the  cake.  In 
Travel  Montana's  underwriting 
agreement  with  the  state,  the  film- 
makers will  provide  Montana's  schools 
with  300  copies  of  the  documentary 
video  for  use  in  classrooms  across  the 
state.  The  Office  of  Public  Instruction 
will  handle  distribution  of  the  videos 
to  Montana's  schools. 


Montana  Commerce  Department 
Director  Dr.  Peter  S.  Blouke  praised 
the  gift,  saying  "it  elevates  our  agree- 
ment with  the  filmmakers  beyond 
being  a  good  promotional  partnership; 
it  creates  a  very  personal  and  benefi- 
cial relationship  between  Ken  Bums, 
Dayton  Duncan,  Montana  and 
Montana's  children." 


Draft  Strategic  Plan 
Expected  in  November 

Fifty-five  public  and  private  sector 
Montanans  met  in  Helena  on  Septem- 
ber 30  to  look  over  the  themes,  goals 
and  action  areas  included  in  the 
Montana  tourism  industry's  next  five- 
year  strategic  plan.  Norma  Nickerson 
of  UM's  Institute  for  Tourism  & 
Recreation  Research  (ITRR)  facilitated 
the  meeting. 

She  is  working  to  have  a  draft  plan 
available  for  review  in  November. 

For  more  information,  contact 
Travel  Montana's  Clint  Blackwood  or 
Norma  at  ITRR. 

NTA  in  Tampa;  RMI  at 
The  Big  Mountain 

Travel  Montana's  Group  and  Overseas 
Marketing  Manager  Pam  Gosink  is 
finalizing  details  for  a  couple  of  major 
Montana  promotional  events. 

Alternative  accessible  formats  of  this  document 
will  he  provided  to  disabled  persons  on  request. 


She  is  putting  the  final  touches  on 
details  for  the  "Montana  Night"  event 
planned  for  the  National  Tour  Asso- 
ciation (NTA)  Convention  in  Tampa, 
FL,  Nov.  8-12.  A  strong  contingent  of 
tour  operators  (169)  and  Montanans 
(26)  are  signed  up  for  the  evening  gala 
that  will  highlight  Montana's  group 
travel  opportunities. 

Pam  is  also  busy  with  final  details 
for  the  Winter  Roundup  with  the 
state's  international  travel  promotion 
consortium,  Rocky  Mountain  Interna- 
tional (RMI).  The  Winter  Roundup's 
Market  Place  gathering  will  be  held  in 
Coeur  d'Alene,  ID,  January  25-26, 
1998.  The  Big  Mountain  in  Whitefish, 
will  host  a  post-Roundup  "fam"  tour 
January  27-30. 


Travel  Montana 
Calendar 

November 

4-5      Lewis  and  Clark  Documentary, 

7-9  p.m.,  Montana  PBS  stations 
5  MTRI  Directors  Meeting, 

Governor's  Office,  Helena 
8-13   NTA  Convention,  Tampa,  FL 
14        Sales  Seminar,  Paris  (RMI) 
17-20 World  Travel  Market,  London 

(RMI) 
December 

6-10  ABA  Convention,  Nashville 
8         Levvas  &  Clark  Bicentennial 

Commission  Meeting,  Helena 
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